


Romania — General Information

Official name: Romania.

Official language: Romanian.
Romania is located in southeastern Europe and
borders Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova
(in the east and north), Hungary (in the west
and northwest), Serbia (in the southwest) and
Bulgaria (in the south). The country’s surface
area is 238,391 km?.

Flag: Blue, yellow and red, in vertical stripes, from left
to right, respectively.

Form of government: Parliamentary Republic.

Population: 21,733,556 inhabitants (2003), of whom
89% are Romanian. The main minorities are
Hungarians and Szeklers (Secui) (7.1%), Roma
(Gypsies) (1.7%).

Christian Orthodox (86.8%), Catholic

Religions:

(5%), Greek-Catholic (1%), Protestant (3.5%)

Capital: Bucharest (2,064,000 inhabitants), first men-
tioned in 1459.

Official time: GMT +3 hours in summertime (from
the last Sunday of March to the last Sunday of
October), and GMT +2 hours in the remainder
of the year.

An interesting combination of Eastern subtleties and Western
pragmatisim and pomp, Romanian architecture has stylized various
influences over more than seven centuries. Apart from the German
Gothic, the Austrian Baroque or the Ttafian Renaissance, there are
in Romania original creations as well, ike the Brancovan style of the
17th century and the neo-Romanian one, of the 19th century.

Transylvania, central Romania, boasts nowadays tens of Saxon
strongholds and fortified churches. Tn the Carpathians, at Bran,
tourists seek Dracula; the Corvin Castle, with its series of fowers,
retains the spirit of the medieval Rnights, while Lazdr castle retains
the memories of ol princely families. The several hundred years of
influence of the great Habsburg empire brought to big Transyvanian
cities, fike Oradea, Clui-Napoca, Arad, Sibiu, the Viennese
baroque, and sumptuous palaces with tall windows and gilded
decoration.

Moldavia, known for its rellgious art and Jvainted' churches,
adopted i fts buildings the Gothic style; the Ruginoasa Palace and
the Culture Palace in Tasi, two inferesting examples in this respect.

Climate: Temperate continental. The average summer
temperature is between 22° and 24°C, although
maximum temperatures can 'Cu} 38°C.In winter

the average temperature is typically below -3°C.
Units of measurement: Metric. 1 km = Cth: miles.
National currency: LEU (RON . L u = 100 Bani.

Currently circulating banknotes: 1, 5 50,100
and 500 Lei. Current circul:;:i:i; coins: 1, 5, 1C
and 50 Bani. Currency exchange: at banks and
currency exchange offices in hotels, airports anc
stations, in supermarkets or on main rc ads in the
cities. Avoid changing money at unauthorized
locations. Credit cards: larger hotels, restaurants,
shops and supermarkets in the major towns and
cities typically accept credit cards (American
Express, MasterCard, Diners Club and Visa). The

number of outlets accepting cards is increasing

rapidly.

Emergency services telephone number: 112

Official public holidays: December 1st - Romanian
National Day, January 1st and 2nd — New Year,
May 1st — Labour Day, first and second day of
Easter, December 25th and 26th — Christmas.

Wallachia, southern Romania, was the country of the
Brancovan-style architecture. Churches and palaces built by rulers
became to know the [avishness of details in carving. Byzantine
arabesques, vegetal and anmal motifs were employed together in
the decoration of the doorways, bafustrades, columns and terraces.
The Palace at Mogosonia points out the artistc ideas promoted by
Constantin Brancoveanu.

The 19th-20th centurics brought about the Royalty, Little Paris
and big fortunes. The Capital was filled with fucurious residences:
Sutu, Cantacuzino, etc. Carol 1 built the most modern 0
the time, Peles, at Snaia, and Queen Maria asserted her taste for
symbols, precious metals and Art Nowveau at Pelisor and Corrocen
Palace.
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